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Syringa vulgaris 
‘Albert B. Holden’ 

Height and width: 7’ tall and 8’ wide (semi-dwarf) 

Cultivated by: John L. Fiala 1980 

Habit: Deciduous, upright, rounded  

Foliage: Dark Green 

Color Class/Flowers: II-VII/S, deep violet 

Bloom Time: Midseason 

Notable Information: Violet buds open to deep purple 

florets with a silvery blush on reverse of petals, thus giving 

it a bicolor effect.  Named for Albert Fairchild Holden, 

1877-1913, geologist and metallurgist, who initiated the 

establishment of an institution for botanical education, 

known today as the Holden Arboretum, Kirtland OH, 

USA. Cultivar name established and accepted.  

 

 

Syringa Pubescents Series 
‘Bailbelle’ 

TINKERBELLE® 
 

Height and width:   5’-6’ tall, 4-5’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Neal S.  Holland 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright, rounded 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  V/S, pinkish 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Marketed as TINKERBELLE® - first 
introduction in Bailey’s FAIRYTALE® Series®. In late spring 
luscious wine-red flower buds open into deep pink 
blossoms with a pleasing, spicy fragrance. Statutory 

registration. 
 

 

Syringa vulgaris 
‘Krasavitsa Moskvy’ 
Beauty of Moscow 

 

Height and width:   10-12’ tall, 8’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Leonid A Kolesnikov, 1947 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  1/D White 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Its pinkish lilac buds that open to a 
very pale lavender tint on white.  The density of its double 
flowers makes it a stunning midseason bloomer.  
 

 

Syringa vulgaris 
Common Purple 

 

Height and width:   12-15’ tall, 8-12’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Native to Balkans, SE Europe 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright, vase-shaped 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  VII/S, purple 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Extremely fragrant.  This is perfect 
for an informal hedge or screen.  Also know as the “old-
fashioned” lilac.  Blue-green fall foliage. 
 



 

Syringa x prestoniae 
“James Macfarlane” 

 

Height and width:   8’ tall, 6-10’ wide 
Cultivated by:  University of New Hampshire 
Habit:  Upright 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:   
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Blooms two weeks later than 
Syringa vulgaris types.  True single pink flower bloom 
freely.  Extremely hardy and adaptable, withstanding 
moisture conditions fatal to vulgaris hybrids 
 

 

Syringa Pubescentes Series 
“Jetlady” 
Little Lady 

 

Height and width:   4-5’ tall, 4-5’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Durand & Donald 
Habit:  Deciduous, rounded 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S II, Violet 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  syn - LITTLE LADY™. Dark pink 

buds open to violet flowers.  Very Fragrant. Cultivar 
name established and accepted.   
 

 

Syringa (Villosae Group) 
“Minuet” 

 

Height and width 6-8’ tall, 4-6’ wide 
Cultivated by:  William A Cumming, 1972 
Habit:  Deciduous 
Foliage:  Dark Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S /VII Purple 
Bloom Time: Late 
 
Notable Information:  This hybrid has three species in 

its genetic makeup (S. josikaea, S. komarowii & S. 
villosa) Its growth rate is about half as fast as most 
lilacs (5’ in 10 years).  Tends not to sucker.  Spicy 
scent 
 

 

Syringa vulgaris 
“Miss Ellen Willmont” 

 

Height and width 10’ tall, 10’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Lemoine Nursery, 1903 
Habit:  Deciduous, rounded 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  I/D, Double White 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Named for Ellen Ann Willmott, 

1860-1934.  British rosarian.  Cultivar name 
presumed registered 1953. 
 



 

Syringa patula 
“Miss Kim” 

 

Height and width 6-7’ tall, 5-6’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Meader & Yeager, 1954  
Habit:  Broad, spreading 
Foliage:  Dark, glossy green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S/II 
Bloom Time: Midseason to Late 
 
Notable Information:  Purple buds open to fragrant 

violet flowers, Royal Horticultural Society Award of 
Garden Merit 1993. 
 

 

Syringa meyen 
“Palibin” 

 

Height and width 4-5’ tall, 6-8’ wide 
Cultivated by:  unknown, pre-1920  
Habit:  Deciduous, compact, low spreading 
Foliage:  Dark green, small & glossy leaves that turn 
Color Class/Flowers:  S/V Pinkish 
Bloom Time: Midseason  
 
Notable Information:  Marked as Dwarf Korean lilac.  

This dwarf variety has an excellent uniform habit & 
deep reddish-purple buds that open to fragrant single, 
pinkish-lavender flowers, 
 

 
 

Syringa 
Penda 

“Bloomerang Dark 
Purple” 

 

Height and width 5-6’ tall, 4-5’ wide 
Cultivated by:   
Habit:  Deciduous, compact, rounded 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S Purple 
Bloom Time: Mid Spring & Mid Fall 
 
Notable Information:  The deep purple color of clusters 

of deep purple.  Blooms repeatedly throughout the 
summer and thrives in cold climates. A Proven 
Winner™ 
 

 
 

Syringa xhyacinthiflora 
“Pocahontas” 

 

Height and width 10-12’ tall, 10-12’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Frank L Skinner, 1935 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Dark Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  II/S Violet 
Bloom Time: Early 
 
Notable Information:  Deep maroon-purple buds open 

to single deep violet florets.  A profuse bloomer, 
covering plant with purple blossoms in spring.  Very 
fragrant. 
 



 
 

Syringa vulgaris 
“President Lincoln” 

 

Height and width 8-10’ tall, 10’ wide 
Cultivated by:  John Dunbar 1916 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Rich Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  III/S Blue 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Named for Abraham Lincoln (1809-
1865) 16th president of the USA.  Medium blue, tall, leafy 
grower with large trusses and captivating fragrance.  This 
mildew resistant French hybrid is a good grower that 
produces basal shoots readily. 
 

 
 

Syringa xchinensis 
“Saugeana” 

 

Height and width 10-12’ tall, 5-10’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Pierre Sauge, circa 1820 
Habit:  Deciduous, broad spreading, round top 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  V-VII/S pinkish purple 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Named for the originator, Pierre 
Sauge (1757-1835) florist 1807-1835 at 13 rue de la Sante, 
Paris, France.  
 

 
 

Syringa vulgaris 
“Sensation” 

 

Height and width 8-10’ tall, 8-12’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Eveleens Maarse, 1938 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Blue-Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  VII & I/S deep purple & white 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Referring to being a sensation, this 
mutation lilac was the first bicolor ever selected.  Medium 
blue, tall, leafy grower with large trusses and captivating 
fragrance.  This mildew resistant French hybrid is a good 
grower. 
 

 
 

Syringa vulgaris 
“Yankee Doodle” 

 

Height and width 8’ tall, 8’wide 
Cultivated by:  John L Fiala 1985 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  VII/S, dark purple 
Bloom Time: Midseason 
 
Notable Information:  Named for a popular song of the 
American Revolution ear 1770-1782.  One of the deepest 
and darkest of purple; profuse bloomer with large clusters 
of single, very large flowers. 
 



 
 

Syringa vulgaris 
“Wedgewood Blue” 

 

Height and width 6’ tall, 6-8’wide 
Cultivated by:  John L Fiala 1981 
Habit:  Deciduous, upright 
Foliage:  Green heart-shaped 
Color Class/Flowers:  III/S, True Blue 
Bloom Time: Mid-Late Spring 
 
Notable Information:  Features fragrant true blue flowers 
in upright panicles.  Named for the characteristic blue 
color used by Josiah Wedgewood (1730-1795) English 
potter and designer whose son John Wedgewood (1766-
1844) was one of the founding members of the 
Horticultural Society of London. 
 

 

Syringa vulgaris 
“Mystery Lilac” 

 

Height and width  6+ feet tall, 5+ feet wide 
Cultivated by:  unknown 
Habit:  Deciduous 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  Unknown until it Blooms 
Bloom Time: Spring sometime 
 
Notable Information:  Our Mystery Lilacs were received 
unmarked.  Based on current size and structure we 
estimate that it will be Mid-size.  Please share updates 
with the club as it blooms so that we can help you identify 
your purchase.  Everyone loves a little mystery. 

   

 

Syringa riticulata 
Bailnce 

“Snowdance” Tree 
 

Height and width  18’ tall, 20’ wide 
Cultivated by:  Baily Nursery 2007 
Habit:  Deciduous, spreading 
Foliage:  Dark Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S/II White 
Bloom Time:  Late 
 
Notable Information:  Handsome small specimen tree 
developed as part of Bailey Nurseries ‘First editions’ 
series.  More floriferous than most Japanese tree lilacs 
with large feathery white, fragrant blooms in June.  
Reddish-brown glossy bark that peels on younger 
branches.  Clumps may have tree or more tems. 

 

Syringa 
Penda  

“Bloomerang” Tree 
 

Height and width 6-7’ tall, 4-5’ wide 
Cultivated by:  
Habit:  Deciduous, compact, rounded 
Foliage:  Green 
Color Class/Flowers:  S Purple 
Bloom Time: Mid Spring & Mid Fall 
 
Notable Information:  Compact tree with fragrant 

blooms that repeat throughout the season.  Thrives in 
many climates with minimal maintenance. A Proven 
Winners™ 
 

 



 
1953 Wister Color Code  
 
ABBREVIATIONS: S - Single (simple) flowers D - Double flowers  
 
COLORS 

I White 

II Violet 

III Blue & Bluish 

IV Lilac 

V Pink & Pinkish 

VI Magenta 

VII Purple 

 
& for bicolor [e.g. VII & I for purple and white] 
/ -  for color combinations [e.g. III/VII for bluish-purple, V-VI for pinkish to magenta]  
* cultivar with variegated and/or golden foliage  
? information incomplete 
 
Cultivar names appearing in bold type have been registered 
 


